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ish the trial of Besenval because the people begin to take his part, and that of course a violent torrent may be turned against his prosecutors ; this affects him. To my surprise he tells me that, notwithstanding my criticisms on the Assemblee, I must acknowledge that their constitution is better than that of England. I assure him that he is much mistaken if he imagines that to be my opinion. Visit Madame de Stael, who expresses very kindly her apprehension that I had forgotten her; stay till half-past ten, and go to the Louvre, where the Bishop d'Autun is waiting for me. Explain to him a plan which I had communicated to Madame for purchasing facilities in America and in which she is to be interested. He tells me that, if the advantage is great and the operation solid, he thinks he can obtain two millions. I tell him that I wish to confine the object to one million. We are to talk further. He observes on what I say that the American debt would furnish a good speculation. I tell him that I am already engaged in it; that it is so large an object that the junction of many capitalists became necessary. Madame being ill, I find her with her feet in warm water, and when she is about to take them out, one of her women being employed in that operation, the Bishop employs himself in warming her bed with a warming-pan, and I look on. It is curious enough to see a reverend father of the church engaged in this pious operation,"
" Go to the club [January 4th]. The National Assembly have stopped the pensions, giving only 3,000! for arrearages to the first instant. The list is to be examined between this and the ist of July next, for the purpose of reformation, and absentees are to receive nothing until their return. Go to Madame de StaeTs, where this matter is discussed pretty much at large. I tell them that when privileges were abolished the road was opened forater he was dismissed and placed in theStates in Paris.; in effect, he feels attached to his ;| plan, which is natural, but if adopted, I think it will work                                I evil to him as well as to the countiy, for the paper money must depreciate. He asks whether, in my opinion, the paper proposed by the committee will sustain its value. I tell him no, but that he had better let the plan of his opponents do the mischief. He seems to be convincedationale, Bouchez and Roux mention that Necker's project made but little sensation, as several of the journals did not even notice it.
